Diagnosis of patent ductus arteriosus by serendipity in the adult.
Seven patients with patent ductus arteriosus (PDA) were seen in our adult echocardiography laboratory. In five of seven patients the diagnosis was made on color Doppler when it was not suspected clinically. The diagnosis became apparent because of a turbulent retrograde jet seen on color Doppler in the main pulmonary artery. One of the patients had known congenital heart disease and heart surgery in the past, and the diagnosis of PDA was missed both on catheterization and in the operating room. PDA may be unsuspected in adult patients and may be missed by techniques other than color Doppler echocardiography. The striking findings on color Doppler may help to make this important diagnosis in such patients.